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The 3rd District U.S. House of Representatives race pits a candidate
who would repeal the Social Security Act against incumbent Rep. Mark
Souder, who wouldn’t. William Larsen said the current program is not sus-
tainable and the Old Age Survivors Insurance program could be repealed.
Souder said he is committed to protecting those already on Social Secu-
rity. He supports an amendment that would define marriage as between a
man and a woman. Larsen agreed, saying if same-sex unions are allowed
they should be called something other than marriage.

— Cindy Larson



3rd District

U.S. Representative
Term: Two years, beginning
Jan. 1
Annual salary: $157,000
Duties: Represent district in
U.S. House of Representatives;
serve on various House com-
mittees as assigned by speaker;
maintain office in district for
constituent services; handle
constituent concerns with vari-
ous federal offices; sponsor
bills and vote on legislation

. ana’s 3rd District

Mark Souder
Republican

Age: 53

Address: Allen County
Occupation: U.S.
representative for Indi-

Education: Leo High
School; Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University
Fort Wayne; University of |
Notre Dame
Note: Souder was not able to be interviewed
personally; he e-mailed his responses while
vacationing with family.

Iraq

“Since Sept. 11, 2001, we have elimi-
nated regimes in Iraq and Afghanistan
that fund and promote terrorism. Al-
ready, the world has seen that Libya’s
dictator, Moammar Gadhafi — not
wanting to be found in a spider hole
like Saddam Hussein — has said he
will give up his nuclear weapons pro-
gram,” Souder said. “The United
States is providing the people of Iraq
and Afghanistan with the tools for
democracy, and I hope they make use
of those tools.”

Social Security

“I am committed to keeping the govern-
ment’s promise to protect those who are
already drawing Social Security bene-
fits,” he said. “In addition, I support
the creation of Social Security savings
accounts, which would allow individu-
als to set aside and invest tax-free sav-
ings for their own retirement needs.
These savings accounts would serve as
a supplement to the Social Security
benefits already being drawn by re-
tirees.”

Same-sex
marriage

“I am a co-sponsor of the Federal Mar-
riage Amendment because the tradi-
tional reasons for marriage are under
attack, and therefore the institution it-
self is threatened. By finding a ficti-
tious ‘right’ in the Constitution for ho-
mosexuals to marry, liberal activist
Judges in Massachusetts are pursuing
an agenda that will likely be imposed
on every state of the union,” he said.
“T will continue to work to ensure that
marriege in this nation consists only of
the union of one man and one woman.”

Thoughté and
philosophies

“I am committed to keeping our taxes

* low to stimulate the economy. Interest

rates and inflation must be kept down,
too,” he said. “Supplementing this, I
am working to foster economic develop-
ment in northeast Indiana by helping
to provide the necessary tools at the
local level. I have secured substantial
funding over the years for area airports
and highways to help expand our ca-
pacity for commercial activity.”
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