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returned fire. Tanks were moved up,
swiveling their cannons — though
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they did not fire — and Apache heli-
copters circled overhead. Sniper fire

could also be heard until the clashes
eased several hours later. |

Violence on Sunday killed nine U.S. sol-
diers across the country.

In the heaviest attack, five Navy
sailors and one Army soldier were

WILLIAM LARSEN

Republlcan Prlmary Candldate
District 3. U.S. Representative

The News Sentinel's Voter Guide of
4-28-2004 incorrectly presented my
plan for Social Security. Thad
planned to present other views with
my limited funds, but now find1
must correct a VETYy Serious

misrepre sentatlon

“.1 -support repeallng the Social

Security act pertaining to Old Age
Benefits, not the Disability program.
The reason is very simple: Social
Security was designed to fail. Those
who have retired since 1940 paid
$2.7 Trillion in taxes. Social
Security has paid $6.97 Trillion i in
benefits and before current retirees
pass on will collect another $5 |
Trillion. :

My plan would use the current
$1.355 Trillion in the Social
Security Trust Fund to pay a means

. tested benefit of $1,000 a month to

each senior in need. This benefit

would be adjusted yearly by the
change in the United States Average

Wage, which is generally greater
than inflation.

I The social security trust fund would

last about ten years at which time

'general revenues would be needed to
pay this means tested benefit. It

fwould take 37 years to reach

equlllbnum at which time about 9%
of the elderly would need assistance
R at any given time. The many can

easily take care of the few but not the
other way around.

The worker would be required to
open an JRA style account at a

financial institution of their choice

where the employer's share of the

social security tax would be

~ deposited. The employee's tax would

never be taken out of the check so

that the employee could use these

wages for debt reduction, retirement,

- education, health care, etc. The total
“controlled by the employee would be

about $3,600 per year ($1,800 in the
IRA style account and $1,800 left i in

- the paycheck).

If we want to save social security,

then each adult must send a check
today to social security for $87, OOO

or cut benefits by 40% or raise taxes

by 85%. There simply is no painless

solution. How firm are you on saving
social security?

I am an Eagle Scout and have tried

in vain to be fair. However, Social
Security is not fair, never was fair
and cannot be made fair. I am not
going to lie to you about this being
painless. This mess we have
inherited should have been taken
care of decades ago.

A program that pays those born after
1985 just 29 cents back for each
dollar of taxes and credited interest
is not fair. Americans want value for
their dollar. You can buy a value
meal at about any fast food chain
consisting of a sandwich, fries and
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dnnk for about $4.00. If Social

Security were a value meal, it would

cost $13.79.

Mark Souder supports tax-free
Social Securlty Savmgs Accounts.
Tax-free savings 1s an oxymoron.
We have a $7 Trillion national debt
and ran a $639 Billion deficit in
2003. Tax credits reduce federal

‘income taxes; increasing the deficit.
This 1s no different than you
‘borrowing money to pay for
retirement.

How do workers save 1'arhen 90 to

'100% of their potential savings is

taken from them i In the form of FICA
taxes"

During your lifetime has the Social
Security tax ever been cut? If you
think Social Security 1s not fair to
you, will it be fair for your children?

- lam compassionate and will do my

utmost to make sure no needy senior

~is left behind. However, we need to

make a very painful decision now.

You can either declare your

independence from Social Security
and over spending by voting for
William Larsen May 4th, or contmue
with the same old scam.

Do your own research.
www.justsayno,50megs.com
www.ssa.g2ov/OACT
Sincerely,

William Larsen
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IRAQ: 10 U.S. troops killed; hostage éscapes; pick

killed in a mortar barrage a
base near Ramadi.

Since April 1, 152 U.S. servi
bers have been killed in Irag.

The U.S. military has dep
the base and outside Najaf
down on radical Shiite cleric \
al-Sadr. But they have been hs
in responding to frequent al-S
on their position because the:
i8 being extremely cautious,

- that stepped up fighting wou

Shiites, whose holiest shrine
center of the city.

Hoslage escapes
Meanwhile, Thomas Ham

- year-old truck driver from

Miss., who escaped from his I
nappers after three weeks ir
ity, flew to Germany today |
union with his wife, Kellie.

“also have a checkupata U.S..

hospital.

Hamill pried open a doo
house where he was being he
of Baghdad when he heard a
trol passing by Sunday, ther
troops to the house where tw
were captured.

- . Hamill, working for the H
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